Lecture #8 – The Cosmic Struggle: Tetzcatlipoca and Quetzalcoatl

Summary
In this class we finish up our earlier discussion on Aztec warfare and human sacrifice and go on to treat Aztec conceptions of the universe, including various Aztec gods and the Aztec calendar.

Vocabulary

Aztec Warfare and Human Sacrifice
Yaoyotl
Xochiyaoyotl
Macuahuitl
Tzompantli	

Cosmic Struggle
Ome
Yei
Nahui
Ometeotl (“dual divinity”)
Quetzalcoatl (“feathered serpent”)
Tezcatlipoca (“smoking mirror”)
Aztec Calendar Stone
Xuihuitl (365-day count)
Tonalpohualli (260-day count)

Earlier Vocabulary
Triple Alliance (Tenochtitlan, Texcoco, Tlacopan)
Olmec
Teotihuacan
Toltecs

Outline
Coda (from last discussion): Aztec Warfare and Human Sacrifice

Prologue: Ome, Yei, Nahui, and Aztec Conceptions of the Universe
	Dual Principle (Ome)
		Ometeotl (“Dual Divinity”)
	Triple Principle (Yei)
		Triple Alliance
	Quadruple Principle (Nahui)
		Cardinal Directions
		Four Gods (including Tezcatlipoca and Quetzalcoatl)
		Four “Suns”
			Story of Quetzalcoatl Creating a Fifth “Sun” 
			Aztec Calendar Stone

Aztec Calendar System
	Xihuitl (365-day count)
	Tonalpohualli (260-day count, “count of days”) 
	Mathematics and the Aztec Calendar 

Epilogue: The Legendary Return of Quetzalcoatl	


